Develop a Thesis Statement
NHD projects should do more than just tell a story. Every exhibit, performance, documentary, paper and web site should make a point about its topic. To do this, you must develop your own argument of the historical impact of the person, event, pattern or idea you are studying. The point you make is called a thesis statement. A thesis statement is not the same as a topic. Your thesis statement explains what you believe to be the impact and significance of your topic in history.

Theme: Turning Points in History
Topic: Battle of Gettysburg 
Thesis Statement: The battle of Gettysburg was a major turning point of the Civil War. It turned the tide of the war from the South to the North, pushing back Lee's army that would never fight again on Northern soil and bringing confidence to the Union army.
Theme: Innovation in History

Topic: Velcro

Thesis Statement: The rise of new technologies in the 20th century created a driving need for the invention of a new type of fastener.  The innovation of Velcro not only met the demands of science, but it continued to reshape our lives in surprising ways.
Your Theme: 

Your Topic:

Your Thesis Statement:

Your Research Questions:

1.  What was the need for the invention?

2.  Why is the innovation of historical significance?

3.  What caused the innovation to happen at this particular time and place in history?

4.  Did the invention have unintended consequences?

5.  How did the innovation change history?

Please list your own questions:

