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THE NEIGHBORHOOD

A Lesson on Caring about Others

Note: This story and lesson may be used as a motivaticnal beginning to a school-services
project. School-service experiences are important in the development of children, i our goal
is 1o have them grow up 1o be caring adults who reach out and help others.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

v Pisce of construction paper, pencil, and scissors for each student

LESSON:

The tacilitator should:

ﬂ Tali the class that you are going to tell a story about a gir who helped others. Than read
or bl the foflowing story:

Kendra Turner is in fourth grade. She lives with her mom and dog in a
little house in a gulet neighborhood. Most of Kendra's friends are from
school—not from her neighborhood—because there aren't any kids
who live on her street. In fact, it was Kendra's opinion that she lived
on the worst street in the world, because not only were there no kids,
but the only people living there—besides Kendra and her mom—were
really old. There was nothing to do at all.

Mrs. Benson, the lady next door, was really old. Some of Kendra’s
friends from school were scared of Mrs. Benson because she looked
so wrinkied and old and she was kind of crabby. Kendra wasn't scared
of Mrs. Benson, but she did steer clear of her, because she had had a
couple of bad experiences with her. Once her basketball had rolled
into Mrs. Benson's yard and crushed some flowers. Mrs. Benson came
out and yelled at Kendra. Another time, Kendra's dog, Muffin, got into
Mrs. Benson's yard. Mrs. Benson came out of her house, threw a shoe
at Muffin, and yelled for Kendra to come get her “mutt.”

Maost of the time, Kendra was bored when she was at home. She stayed
inside most of the time, avoiding Mrs. Benson. She wanted someane
to play with so badly that she asked her mom if they could move toa
different neighborhood, but her mom said they couldn't afford to do
that. So Kendra resigned herself to being bored. Unless she invited a
friend from school to come play with her, on weekdays she usually
















